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Thus a pathway  

is laid open to us

The far horizon beckons us 

beyond these shores.

Let us then fare forward

with faith as our compass 

and love as our lodestar.

Sister Eloise Tobin, RSM 
and Sister Jean Tobin, RSM
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Biographies

Ms. Rose Albert
Rose Albert ’13 graduated from Salve Regina University with a Bachelor of Arts in 

sociology and anthropology and a minor in French. After working for a few years in the 
New England region, she went on to graduate school, completing her master’s degree in 
inter-cultural competence and service leadership at the School for International Training 
Graduate Institute in Vermont. She returned to campus in 2018 and serves as the associate 
director in the Office of Multicultural Programs and Retention where she brings her talent 
and love for advocacy to push the Salve community to become a more culturally competent 
and racially equitable university, creating an environment where all students are seen, 
heard, and valued. Rose is a First Year Transitions instructor and is proud to be the founder 
of the Inclusive Reading Club. Rose recently began her doctoral studies in the humanities at 
Salve with a concentration in community, self and social transformation.

Dr. M. Therese Antone, RSM
Appointed chancellor in 2009, Sister Therese served as president of Salve Regina 

University from 1994-2009. A member of the Institute of the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas, 
she has had teaching and leadership experience at all educational levels. Her career at Salve 
Regina includes tenure as a professor of mathematics and management and executive 
vice president for corporate affairs and advancement. Sister Therese holds a bachelor’s 
degree from Salve Regina University and a master’s degree in mathematics from Villanova 
University. She holds a doctorate from Harvard University in education with emphasis in 
administration, planning and social policy and completed the international senior executive 
program at MIT’s Sloan School of Management.

Dr. Kelli J. Armstrong
Prior to beginning her tenure as Salve Regina University’s eighth president in 2019, 

Dr. Armstrong served as vice president for planning and assessment at Boston College. 
A graduate of Bates College, she earned a master’s degree in English from the University 
of Virginia and a Ph.D. in higher education administration from Boston College. She has 
held positions in research and enrollment management at a variety of public and private 
institutions including Tufts University, the University of Massachusetts and Bates College. 
She is particularly passionate about serving disadvantaged students and supporting the 
advancement of women in underrepresented areas.
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Dr. Jameson Chace
Dr. Jameson F. Chace is a professor of biology and chair of the Department of Cultural, 

Environmental and Global Studies at Salve Regina. He holds a doctorate and master’s degree 
in ecology from the University of Colorado-Boulder and a Bachelor of Science in biology 
from Eastern Connecticut State University. His research spans a spectrum of environmental 
sciences, always with undergraduates working side-by-side and usually on local problems 
that are examples of global issues. He has over 40 peer-reviewed publications, of which the 
majority focus on how human alterations to the landscape affect avian populations and 
community interactions.

Dr. Daniel Cowdin
Dr. Daniel Cowdin is a professor and chair of religious and theological studies at Salve 

Regina. His scholarly interests engage questions of religion and modernity, and span issues 
from technology and environmental concerns to inter-religious dialogue and contemporary 
spiritual trends. He holds a doctorate in religious studies from Yale University, a master’s 
degree in philosophy from Colorado State University, and a Bachelor of Arts in religious 
studies from Stanford University. 

Dr. Myra Edelstein
Dr. Myra Ellen Edelstein joined the faculty at Salve Regina University in September 

2000. During that time, she served as graduate program director responsible for the business 
and healthcare administration programs. For several years Dr. Edelstein served as chair for 
the Department of Business and Economics. During her first 18 years on campus, she was 
proud to serve on the Mission Committee, serving as both a member of the committee and, 
for several years, as the chair. Dr. Edelstein is committed to ensuring that the University 
mission is communicated to and understood by members of the campus community; 
mostly she is committed to ensuring that we live our mission by helping make the world 
a more harmonious, just and merciful place. Dr. Edelstein holds a Doctorate in Education 
with an emphasis in organization development, a Master of Science  in health policy and 
management, and a Bachelor of Science in community public health, all from the University 
of Massachusetts at Amherst.
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Dr. Kaitlin Gabriele-Black
Dr. Katie Gabriele-Black is an associate professor of psychology at Salve Regina 

University. She holds a Ph.D. in developmental psychology and a master’s degree in 
psychology from Clark University, a master’s degree in applied developmental and 
educational psychology from Boston College, and a bachelor’s degree in psychology and 
Spanish from Houghton University. Her research focuses on the intersections of gender, 
sexuality and faith, specifically Evangelical Christianity. She is the principal investigator 
of the ongoing Exvangelical Parenting Study, a mixed-methods project exploring the 
experiences of those who have left evangelical Christianity and how these individuals make 
sense of their conservative upbringing, while navigating the transition to parenthood.

Dr. Jayme M. Hennessy
Dr. Jayme M. Hennessy is a professor emerita of religious and theological studies at 

Salve Regina. She holds a Doctorate of Sacred Theology and the licentiate in moral theology 
from Weston Jesuit University, a master’s degree in religious studies from Providence 
College and a Bachelor of Music from Barrington College. Her research is focused on the 
intersection of art, religion and ethics. She is currently working on themes related to the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union and their fountains.  

Dr. Theresa Ladrigan-Whelpley
Dr. Theresa Ladrigan-Whelpley serves as vice president for mission, planning and 

innovation at Salve Regina University. She holds a faculty appointment in the Department 
of Religious and Theological Studies and oversees the McAuley Institute for Mercy 
Education, which seeks to advance the mission of the University through the development 
of interdisciplinary research and teaching initiatives to foster an ethic of dialogue, reflection 
and action around the tradition and critical concerns of mercy. Dr. Ladrigan-Whelpley 
received her Ph.D. in Christian spirituality from the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, 
a Master of Divinity from the Candler School of Theology at Emory University, and a 
bachelor’s degree in biology from Villanova University.

Dr. William P. Leeman 
Dr. William P. Leeman is a professor of history, director of the Pell Honors Program, and 

a faculty fellow of the Pell Center for International Relations and Public Policy. He earned 
his master’s and doctoral degrees in history from Boston University and his bachelor’s 
degree in history and secondary education from Providence College. Before coming to Salve 
Regina, he taught history at the United States Military Academy at West Point. He is the 
author of The Long Road to Annapolis: The Founding of the Naval Academy and the Emerging 
American Republic (University of North Carolina Press, 2010) and the co-editor, with John 
B. Hattendorf, of Forging the Trident: Theodore Roosevelt and the United States Navy (Naval 
Institute Press, 2020).



Gratitude 

Sincere thanks to all whose contributions and generosity  
made this volume of reflections possible: 

•  to the Religious Sisters of Mercy who have entrusted us with an enduring vision of 
education that integrates contemplation and action while supporting the development 
of the fullness of one’s humanity and potential for living mercy.

 
•  to the teams of authors who committed to participating in the workshops and 

conversations and the collaborative work of writing these reflections. 

•  to all those who graciously shared their experiences and insights through the 
interviews for these essays thus enriching these conversations through exploring the 
strengths and the challenges of living the ideals of mercy:

Rose V. Bottari ’24, Undergraduate Student
Elizabeth A. Brilhante ’22, Undergraduate Student
Regina Dublin, Lecturer, Department of Nursing

Colleen Emerson, Dean of Undergraduate Admission
Dawn Emsellem-Wichowski, Director of Library Services

Karen J. Figueroa ’25, Undergraduate Student
 Dr. Letizia Gambrell-Boone, Vice President for Student Affairs

Vanessa A. Gonzalez ’25, Undergraduate Student
Dr. Elizabeth McAuliffe, RSM, Associate Professor, Department of Education

Dr. Sami Nassim, Assistant Vice President for Diversity Initiatives and Retention 
Dr. Arlene Nicholas ’92, ’94(M), ’96(M), Professor, Department of Business and Economics

Kelly Powers, Director of the Center for Community Engagement and Service

•  to Mary Edwards and Paula Telford in Salve Regina University Design Services who 
transformed the project manuscripts into this volume honoring the 75th anniversary of 
Salve Regina University. 

•  to the Network for Vocation in Undergraduate Education: this project was 
supported in part by the Council of Independent Colleges and Lilly Endowment 
Inc. through the Network for Vocation in Undergraduate Education (NetVUE) 
Reframing the Institutional Saga grant.


