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was largely centered on a certain socio-economic class of white women, who were not always 
aware of, or sympathetic to, the concerns of other American Catholic women (cf. 225-226).  
Another criticism of the movement is that it typically addressed theoretical issues, not the 
concerns of laywomen who were experiencing sexism in the local parish (130).  Since many of 
the women who were trained theologians were also women religious, there was often a tension 
between sisters and laywomen; sisters rarely addressed the concerns of parish or family life, thus 
leaving most laywomen to feel excluded from the concerns of the movement (131). 
 
Henold discusses several elements that were important in the movement: using liturgy, including 
the development of feminist liturgies; engaging in dialogue both within the movement and with 
Church leaders; and taking a position of ambivalence towards the Church, wherein the loyal 
opposition stayed within the Church, but in the margins. In her discussion of liturgy, Henold 
could have expanded her explanation of the idea of liturgy to be clearer. To someone unfamiliar 
with the concept of liturgy, the brief explanation is insufficient (146).  Similarly, her discussion 
of the new apostolates (20) for women religious would not be clear for someone unfamiliar with 
the idea.  These, however, are minor criticisms of a history that was well researched, and well 
written.  It is a compelling read, and I recommend it not only for Catholics, but also for secular 
feminists. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sr. Theresa Kane, RSM addressing John Paul II, during the 1979 Papal Visit to America, at the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC.  Sr. Kane, then the President of the Leadership 

conference of Women Religious, welcomed the Holy Father and respectfully noted that women were excluded from 
full service and participation in all the ministries of the Church. 
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