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The following text covers written correspondence, orders and reports relating to the Battle of
Rhode Island, found in the George Washington Papers. The relevant writings have been studied
and compiled below by Jessica Analoro. Section I lists and summarizes these writings, while
Section II displays images of some of the more significant documents and those not fully

described in Section 1.

George Washington Papers

Section I: Papers Relevant to the Battle of Rhode Island

Entry by Alphabetical Order

Brief of Transcription
(Extracting Information of Rhode Island relevance)

1* Rhode Island Regiment, 1778, List
of Officers

See Section 11

American Intelligence, August 1778,
British Navy Off Rhode
Island

See Section 11

Continental Army Officers to Charles
Hector, Comte d’Estaing,
August 22, 1778

See a Section 11

George Washington, January 1, 1778,
Plan for Arrangement of the Army of
the Campaign of 1778

See Section 11

George Washington, July 12, 1778,
General Orders

(Note 21 of the entry highlighted), Liet. Ebenezer West of
Second RI Regiment; Ordering the sick to be brought to
King’s Ferry; wagons provided.

George Washington to Caleb
Brewster, August 8, 1778,

George Washington asks Caleb Brewster ( member of Culper
spy ring, carried messages from Setauket NY, NYC and Long
Island ) to gain intelligence of movement of enemy ships
sailing from “the hook” as it is pertinent to the troops at
Rhode Island.

George Washington to Charles
Hector, Comte d’Estaing, July
14, 1778

George Washington receiving news of d’Estaing’s arrival on
the coast. Informing him to discuss means of communication
with his camp, with Col. Laurens; establishing “conventional
signals” and such.

George Washington to Charles
Hector, Comte d’Estaing, July
15, 1778

George Washington providing d’Estaing with livestock, and
informs him that any other supplies needed will be provided
accordingly.
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George Washington to Charles
Hector, Comte d’Estaing, July
17,1778

Camp at Haverstraw Bay (New York)

Responding to previous letters received by d’Estaing.
Provides d’Estaing with his full confidence in his duties.
Informing him of Lt. Col. Hamilton to better explain plans
and such, in person, rather through letter. Also sends to him
Lt. Col. Fleury, who is to provide knowledge o the
coast/harbors.

George Washington to Charles
Hector, Comte d’Estaing, July
18, 1778

From Camp Haverstraw

George Washington sending Captain William Dobbs, to
assist in knowledge of coast/harbors, in particular that of
New York.

George Washington to Charles
Hector, Comte d’Estaing, July
22,1778

Commenting on sending reinforcements to General Sullivan.
(On Aug. 26, d’Estaing sent a letter to Congress stating that
as aresult of poor information, sailors and row boats were
lost in the effort of going through the Shewsbury River)

George Washington to Charles
Hector, Comte d’Estaing, July
26, 1778

Informing D’Estaing that General Greene will be delivering
the letter; ensures him of his abilities and his knowledge of
his home state of Rhode Island, in the assistance with the
engagement.

George Washington to Charles
Hector, Comte d’Estaing,
August 8, 1778

Information regarding the possibility of Lord Howe attacking
the Rhode Island regiments. In the letter GW does not seem
to think it probable Howe would do so.

* Note 31 states that the original draft contained information
of Lord Howe’s sailing from Sandy Hook. Actual extracts of
the letter are quotes in Washington’s letter to John Laurens
on Aug. 8 and subsequent letter to Congress on August 9.

George Washington to Charles
Hector, Comte d’Estaing,
August 12, 1778

See Section 11

George Washington to Continental
Congress, July 12, 1778,

Note 25, it is noted that on July 11, John Laurens wrote,
“Congress have directed me to propose for your Excellency’s
consideration an attack by Vice Admiral Count d’Estaing
upon the British ships of War and Transports in the Harbor of
Rhode Island, by which possession of a safe port may be
gained, and the retreat of the British forces in the Island be
cut off, as an alternative to a hazardous or ineligible attempt
upon the British squadron within Sandy Hook.”

Laurens asking GW permission for d’Estaing to attack
British ships in Newport Harbor.
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George Washington to Continental
Congress, August 7, 1778,

Major Gibbs sent to Rhode Island; has received no word
from Gen. Sullivan, cannot report to Congress of what was
going on in the North East.

*Note 29- d’Estaing wrote to Washington on August 3,
dating his arrival in Rhode Island, burning 3 British frigates
and his position against the enemy. Liet. Col. Laurens wrote
on Aug. 4, a letter from Providence, detailing the occurrences
from July 25.

George Washington to Continental
Congress, August 9, 1778,

Included a letter from General Maxwell, in which he
reiterates a letter from General Sullivan- Lord Howe sails
from the Hook and is avoiding d’Estaing’s fleet.

George Washington to Continental
Congress, August 19, 1778,

No word had been heard from d’Estaing, as he was out with
his fleet fighting off the British. In Sullivan’s letter, he
requests making an attack but was declined.

George Washington to Continental
Congress, August 24, 1778,

General Sullivan recount of d’Estaing’s arrival (letter not in
Washington papers, but in papers of continental congress),
and reports of the damage to the French fleet as a result of
the storm ; also his desire to go to Boston, but Green,
Lafayette and John Langdon were asked to persuade him
against it.

*Note 84- D’Estaing’s letter to Sullivan on August 21, was
sent by Sullivan to Washington- d’Estaing states his
departure for Boston, and his inability to leave him troops;
the King ordered him not to risk his fleet;

John Laurens sent Washington a letter on August 23, telling
him of d’Estaing’s plans

George Washington to Continental
Congress, August 25, 1778

The aims at Rhode Island have changed; how to move
forward must be decided- whether to continue the siege,
employ immediate attack or commit to a retreat.

George Washington to Continental
Congress, September 4, 1778,

Recounting to the Continental Congress of the events that
occurred in Rhode Island, and the issues that may have arisen
with D’Estaing departing to Boston; hoping that rumors of
the British leaving for Halifax; references General Sullivan

George Washington to Ezekiel
Cheever, August 31, 1778,

Received information that Clinton and Cornwallis were
transporting troops eastward; infers that this was to assist
Rhode Island, but after the French left, they diverted
attention elsewhere; warning Cheever that if any word of
British on the Connecticut coast, then to hide artillery stores.
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George Washington to Horatio Gates,
July 3, 1778

GW reports 245 casualties against the enemy in the action on
June 28 (Monmouth Courthouse at Monmouth New Jersey);
reports a gathering of 100 prisoners.

George Washington to James Clinton,
July 31, 1778

George Washington to James M.
Varnum, July 21, 1778

Orders James M. Varnum (brigadier general) to command
Col. Livingston/Sherburne’s and Webb’s regiment.

Provides a list of places, including several in Rhode Island
(Coventry, Providence)

*special note towards providence, instructs him on his arrival
to be under the command of general Sullivan.

George Washington to Jeremiah
Olney, July 21, 1778

Ordering Jeremiah Olney (Rhode Island regiment) to march
with Col. Angells to Providence (route provided).

George Washington to Jeremiah
Powell, August 2, 1778

Letter to Jeremiah Powell (Massachusetts Senate), saying
General Glover’s brigade was detached to Rhode Island
(with an intended attack on the enemy) George Washington
requests recruits from the state.

George Washington to John Glover,
July 23, 1778

Asks John Glover (Brigadier General-from Marblehead,
Mass.) to march to Providence. A hurried note, asking his
immediate assistance.

George Washington to John Laurens,
July 22, 17781-1799

Asking Laurens to assist d’Estaing in safely getting his ship
through British forces, preventing the landing of the French
forces; suggests men being sent to Long Island to destroy
enemy resources (cattle, horses, etc.); cutting off
communication between British forces

In regards to Rhode Island, deciding whether to attack the
enemy fleet as it departs from ‘the hook’

Suggests an attempt upon Halifax following Rhode Island

George Washington to John Laurens,
August 8, 1778

Informs Laurens that Howe had left ‘the hook’ and departed
to Rhode Island on August 7.

Said, “no troops nor transports were thought to be with them”
GW advises that if d’Estaing had not already done so, to
employ light cruisers off Rhode Island to meet enemy forces
before they arrive at Rhode Island.

George Washington to John Sullivan,
July 17, 1778

Informing Sullivan of D’Estaing’s arrival on the coast off
Sandy Hook (fleet of 12 ships of the line and 4 frigates).
Expects at this point an attack on either New York or Rhode
Island; states they are prepared for an attack at New York,
but need more preparations for one at Rhode Island;
Requests Sullivan to immediately begin applying for recruits
in Rhode Island, Massachusetts and Connecticut- 5000 men
total- in order to at least be superior by land, to counter the
British sea strength

-requesting Sullivan to engage pilots informed of Newport
harbor, to be knowledgable of certain signals in order for
Sullivan to be aware of the French Admiral’s arrival
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-GW in a disspointing tone towards Sullivan at the end of the
letter, “As I have heard from you but once or twice since
your arrival at Rhode Island, I am much at a loss for the
situation of matters in that quarter.”

George Washington to John Sullivan,
July 22, 1778, Letter

Reiterate instructions of previous letter (July 17) and to be
prepared for D’Estaing’s arrival at any point.
GW sent 2 brigades as reinforcements to RI

George Washington to John Sullivan,
July 27, 1778, Letter

Informs Sullivan that he has sent Nathanael Greene to assist
in the Rhode Island enterprise, with the formation of two
divisions, one directed by Greene and one by Lafayette, and
Sullivan having general command.

Informs Sullivan that there is a slight probability that upon
D’Estaing’s arrival, that he may dispatch troops on land to
assist, but it is solely up to him the specifics and to whom he
assists; suggests cooperation and harmony

George Washinton to John Sullivan,
July 28, 1778

In regards to reinforcements being sent to Rhode Island;
informs Sullivan he believes his estimates of the number of
British forces are not accurate

George Washington to John Sullivan,
July 31, 1778

at this point D’Estaing had not yet arrived- based on
letter from Sullivan on the 27" of July)

-GW could not afford any more reinforcements, as he was
close to the enemy himself

George Washington to John Sullivan,
August 4, 1778

D’Estaing’s fleet finally arrived at this point

John Sullivan had not reported the number of enemy ships in
the harbor/reaction to the French arrival

-asks Sullivan to keep him up to date and inform him of his
day-to-day operations; needs to know an estimated number at
Rhode Island in order to judge those remaining in New York

George Washington to John Sullivan,
August 16, 1778

Again requesting Sullivan, more urging him, to report
everything to him.

George Washington to Jonathan
Trumbull, July 18, 1778,

Informing Trumbull of D’Estaing’s arrival at Sandy Hook
(16 ships total); British fleet are also at the Hook; believing
the Americans have the advantage; have also informed
Rhode Island and Massachusetts of the situation- the
vastness of the French fleet will force the British to stay
together as one.

George Washington to Jonathan
Trumbull, July 28, 1778

D’Estaing’s arrival at Newport; believes it will be a success
overall; unsure if D’Estaing will divide his fleet as
Washington suggested; compared to New York, the situation
in Rhode Island was not as pressing

George Washington to Marquis de
Lafayette, July 22, 1778,

Instructing Lafayette to have command of Glover/Varnum
brigades/and under Henry Jackson and lead them to RI where
he would be under command of Gen. Sullivan, who has
command of the expedition agst Newport; If Layfayette, on
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the way, hears word that the British evacuate RI, he is to
countermarch;

George Washington to Marquis de
Lafayette, July 27, 1778,

Gen. Greene is to assist in the expedition agst RI, dividing all
American troops (continental, state and milita) into two
detachments, one commanded by Greene, and one by
Lafayette;

George Washington to Marquis de
Lafayette, July 31, 1778,

As of the 27", he had not heard of D’Estaing’s arrival on
Newport Harbor; apologizes for not being able to send more
Continental soldiers- force on New York is more prominent;

George Washington to Marquis de
Lafayette, July 31, 1778,

Lafayette arrival at Saybrook, next stop Providence.

George Washington to Marie Joseph
Paul Yves Roch Gilbert du
Motier, Marquis de Lafayette,
August 10, 1778

Thanking him for Layfayette agreeing to assist/take
command in Rhode Island

George Washington to Marquis de
Lafayette, September 25,
1778.

Thanking Layfayette for his service in Rhode Island;
*Notes a captain of French artillery/volunteer in Continental

Army, who lost his right arm in action at Quaker Hill
%

George Washington to Nathanael
Greene, August 8, 1778

Gen. Greene arrived at Providence (4™); informing Greene of
Gen. Maxwell’s account of Howe sailing from Sandy Hook
with armed Vessels; reasons behind departure
unsure/whether they are assisting in the expedition in Rhode
Island is unsure

George Washington to Nathanael
Greene, September 1, 1778,

Discussing the matter of which D’Estaing departed from
Newport Harbor; not picking a side- recognizing there are
arguments for and against the departure; worries concern
distrust between America and the French- asking Greene to
attempt to ease tensions & reconcile differences; discussing
possible routes to go forth in regard to the “eastward
situation”

George Washington to Peter
Mubhlenberg, August 4, 1778,

This letter is the same as that written to Brig. Gen.
James Clinton, July 31, 1778, g. v.1® Note 16:
Contemporary copy in an unknown hand.]”

George Washington to Silas Deane,
September 2, 1778, Letter,
From the Library of Congress,
George Washington Papers,
1741-1799, Series 3b Varick
Transcripts.

*note 71

General Sullivan’s acct on 29th, British attacked him on
retreat, forced to leave the field in “disorder”; could not
discern whose loss/gain

George Washington to Thomas
Tillotson, July 26, 1778,

Requesting a field hospital for the troops under Sullivan

George Washington to William
Maxwell, August 4, 1778,

As D’Estaing arrived in RI, George Washington is
attempting at seeking out intelligence from Maxwell, esp. in
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Staten Island- whether the British seem to be gathering on
ships or moving towards NY

George Washington to William
Maxwell, August 31, 1778.

Asking for immediate intelligence about the certainty of the
enemy sailing to Newport- whose command their under,
number of ships, artillery, etc.

John Sullivan, August 24, 1778,
Rhode Island Campaign
General Orders

See Section 11

John Sullivan, August 26, 1778,
Rhode Island Campaign,

See Section 11

John Sullivan, August 31, 1778,
Casualty Report

See Section 11

John Sullivan to Charles Hector,
Comte d’Estaing, July 25,
1778

See Section 11

Nathanael Greene to Charles Hector,
Comte d’Estaing, August 21,
1778

See Section 11

Rhode Island War Council to George
Washington, Proceedings at
Providence Rhode Island,
January 15, 1778

See Section 11

Solomon Southwick to George
Washington, Report on
Commissary Assistants in
Rhode Island, May 26, 1778.

See Section 11
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1* Rhode Island Regiment, 1778, List of Officers, From Library of Congress, George

Washington Papers, 1741-1799, Series 4, General Correspondence, 1697-1799.
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American Intelligence, August 1778, British Navy Off Rhode Island, Library of Congress,
George Washington Papers 1741-1799, Series 4, General Correspondence, 1697-1799.
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Continental Army Officers to Charles Hector, Comte d’Estaing, August 22, 1778, Letter of
protest, From Library of Congress, George Washington Papers, 1741-1799, Series 4,
General Correspondence, 1697-1799.
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George Washington, January 1, 1778, Plan for Arrangement of the Army of the Campaign of
1778. From Library of Congress, George Washington Papers, 1741-1799, Series 4,
General Correspondence, 1697-1799.
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George Washington to Charles Hector, Comte d’Estaing, August 12, 1778, From Library of
Congress, George Washington Papers, 1741-1799, Series 4, General Correspondence,
1697-1799.
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John Sullivan, August 24, 1778, Rhode Island Campaign General Orders, From Library of
Congress, George Washington Papers, 1741-1799, Series 4, General Correspondence,
1697-1799.
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John Sullivan, August 26, 1778, Rhode Island Campaign, From Library of Congress, George
Washington Papers 1741-1799, Series 4, General Correspondence, 1697-1799.
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John Sullivan, August 31, 1778, Casualty Report, From Library of Congress, George
Washington Papers, 1741-1799, Series 4, General Correspondence, 1697-1799.
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John Sullivan to Charles Hector, Comte d’Estaing, July 25, 1778, letter, From Library of
Congress, George Washington Papers, 1741-1799: Series 4, General Correspondence.
1697-1799.
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Nathanael Greene to Charles Hector, Comte d’Estaing, August 21, 1778, Letter, From Library of

Congress, George Washington Papers, 1741-1799, Series 4, General Correspondence,
1697-1799.
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Rhode Island War Council to George Washington, Proceedings at Providence Rhode Island,
January 15, 1778, Letter, From Library of Congress, George Washington Papers 1741-
1799, Series 4, General Correspondence, 1697-1799.
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Solomon Southwick to George Washington, Report on Commissary Assistants in Rhode Island,
May 26, 1778, Letter, From Library of Congress, George Washington Papers 1741-1799,
Series 4, General Correspondence, 1697-1799.



