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Editor’s Note

This issue, we are publishing two articles that reflect aspects of Newporters’ leisure 
time in the  nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Robert Cvornyek’s robust account of 
black baseball, “Touching Base: Race, Sport, and Community in Newport,” uncovers a 
wealth of information about local African-American teams and players, the integration 
of baseball in Newport (long before Jackie Robinson joined the Brooklyn Dodgers 
in 1947), and the visits to the city of elite Negro League teams. In thus revealing an 
aspect of the cultural richness of Newport, Cvornyek makes the case for the study of 
sport as a key to understanding the wider community. Robert Cvornyek is a professor 
in the History Department at Rhode Island College where he specializes in sport 
history.  He is currently writing a book on black baseball and community memory in  
New England. Cvornyek recently served as co-curator and principal scholar for an 
exhibit at the Museum of African American History in Boston titled, The Color of 
Baseball in Boston: A History of Black Teams, the Players, and a Sporting Community. 
He co-directs the program, It Don’t Mean a Thing If It Ain’t Got That Swing: Baseball, 
Jazz, and Black Cultural Expression. 
	 In her article, “From Virtuous Visions to Rubbish and Rats: A Natural History 
Society in Gilded Age Newport,”  Kathrinne Duffy reminds us of a significant chapter 
in the history of Newport’s cultural organizations. When the Newport Natural History 
Society was formed in 1883, its founders hoped to attract a wide public following for 
their exhibits of stuffed animals, birds, and other flora and fauna. As well, the naturalists 
offered lectures by their members on subjects as varied as topographical maps of the area, 

“Our Friends the Spiders,” and “Ancestries of the Dog and Its Varieties Mentioned in 
Shakespeare.”  Despite some  support  for the Society and its efforts to start a museum, 
during the years of its existence it struggled, and it eventually closed. In her article, 
Duffy places the narrative of the Newport Natural History Society and its museum in 
the larger context of natural history institutions in the country and the competition 
with other forms of entertainment and recreation that such cultural organizations 
faced. Kathrinne Duffy is a Ph.D. candidate in American Studies at Brown University.  
She specializes in nineteenth-century American history, with an emphasis on the material 
culture of knowledge production. Kathrinne also works in museums and historic sites 
as a curator and public historian. In 2014 she was a Buchanan/Burnham Fellow in 
Historical Interpretation at the Newport Historical Society, where she researched the 
Newport Natural History Society and curated an exhibit on the history of seaweed 
collecting.

Elizabeth C. Stevens
Editor

Executive Director’s Note

The Newport Historical Society is a public history organization. As such, one of our 
primary responsibilities is to serve as a bridge between high-level, current scholarship 
and the general public. We strive to do this in a number of different ways: through 
popular programs, our museum and various online offerings. However, the NHS has 
provided its most direct and tangible link to scholarship through this Journal, Newport 
History. 

The Journal has highlighted local and regional history in text and images for over one 
hundred years. While the focus in the past has been on social and architectural history, 
articles have taught us also about the art, political, military, and economic history of 
Newport County, and have done so in a venue that is accessible to all of our friends and 
members. Under a new editor and refreshed publications committee, the Journal will 
offer a broader scope of scholarly articles, but will continue to be publically accessible.  

As the NHS moves into a strategic planning process this year, the function of 
providing a link between the public and academia will be an important topic for 
conversation. When we held the Spectacle of Toleration conference in 2013 one thing 
that we heard loud and clear from young scholars was that they wanted the public to 
know about their research. The constraints of teaching and working towards tenure in 
an academic institution make it hard for young professors to spend time interacting with 
the public or preparing papers for public-focused journals, as these activities generally 
will not count towards their tenure portfolios. With Newport History, we hope to be 
both a credible scholarly publication and a place where our non-academic members can 

learn about history scholarship. 
There are probably new ways that the NHS can also perform its mission, and we 

hope to discover and examine them in the year ahead. For a history-based organization, 
however, it is extremely gratifying to know that a one hundred-year-old journal still  
has “legs.” 

Ruth S. Taylor
Executive Director
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